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Abstract, Poster and Platform Guidelines POGP Conference Southampton 6th-7th October 2018
Key Dates

Open for submissions:  Tuesday 1st May 
*Closing date: Midnight Friday 3rd August 
Decisions notification: Midnight Friday 31st August
*Abstracts will not be accepted after the closing date.
Submission Categories
Your work may fall into one of the following categories:
1. Original research (qualitative or quantitative) 

2. Service development/innovation
Submission Process

Please submit your research abstract using:

1. The registration form
2. One of the two templates as applicable:
  Template 1. Research (quantitative and qualitative) 

        Template 2. Service development/ innovation 
NB: Abstracts not using these templates will be rejected
Your completed forms should be emailed to Kay Crotty kay@prphysio.co.uk 

You will receive an email of receipt of your submission within one week. If you do not receive an email please first check you ‘junk box’. If you still do not find it please send an email using the generic contact form on the POGP website which will alert us to be in touch.
Abstract Standards for Template 1 (research studies)
We have included the following notes in order that your abstract is as complete as possible. Your abstract should be as detailed as possible within the word count constraints, and be a stand alone document ie it should cover all major aspects of the study. If possible, detail unexpected non significant findings as well as adverse events and known limitations
Back Ground/ Hypothesis/Aims: Describe the subject briefly. What is already known and not known about the subject? State your hypothesis as well as the aims/objectives of the study. Describe the type of study you are presenting (i.e. experimental, case series, RCT, service evaluation etc.). Has this work been undertaken/published previously i.e. is it novel, or does your work support the existing literature? What relevance does it have to physiotherapy practice?
Methods: What was the study design? Setting? Was the study blinded or not? What was the clinical diagnosis of the participants recruited? Were the controls (if any) healthy? What were the inclusion/exclusion criteria? What was the age groups and gender of the participants? How were they recruited? What was the sample size of the group/s? What treatments did participants receive in the groups and what doses? What was the duration of the intervention? On what research instruments were participants rated? Is the instrument validated? What was the primary (and secondary outcome if applicable) measure and how was it defined? Describe the tests used to analyse the data.

Results:  State the number of participants who completed the study, details of dropouts related to adverse effects of the intervention and the statistical results

Interpretation of results: Briefly interpret the results ensuring that you relate them to your purpose/objectives. What is the impact on physiotherapy practice/management/education/policy? Any suggestions for future studies?
Concluding message/s: State your take home message/s
Adapted from Chittaranjan A (2011).  How to write a good abstract for a scientific paper or conference presentation. Indian J Psychiatry 53 (2): 172-175

Abstract Standards for Template 2 (service development/innovation)
Back ground/ Purpose /Aims of Project: Briefly describe the background circumstances that led to the new service development/ innovation/product development. Describe the major objective for developing the new or adapted programme / method / theory / resource/product. Any secondary objectives? As far as you are aware is this a novel project or do similar projects appear in the literature or do you know if similar projects have been run elsewhere? What relevance does this work have to therapy practice / management / education / policy?
Description/Methods/Evaluation: Describe what methods, materials and principles were involved, and how have these been developed and used. Describe any outcome tool used. Was the tool validated? Describe the client/patient group, and the length of the study. Describe how the programme has been evaluated.  

Outcome/Results: Describe the outcomes of the study. 
Interpretation of results:  What is the impact/potential impact on physiotherapy practice / management / education / policy? Will this evaluation result in implementation and how? State any suggestions for future studies
Concluding message: State your take home message/s. 
Our Scoring 

1. Your abstract will be anonymous when reviewed (reviewers will be blinded to your registration page. Please do not mention your affiliation in the body of your abstract: university, hospital, ethics committee etc). Abstracts with lack of anonymity will be rejected.
2. You must strictly follow the headings that have been provided.

3. Do not split results/syntax across sections ie do not describe your aims in the background section etc
4. Please note that your conclusions must be consistent with aims of the study and the results.

5. You must strictly adhere to the word counts stated. Abstracts which do not meet this standard will be rejected (nb the headings provided by us in the template are NOT included in the word count but any references will need to be counted).
6. Research abstract scores will be weighted for originality. If you are presenting novel work (ie this work has not been done previously and does not appear in the literature) state this in the first sentence ie this novel work…, or this is the first study to investigate this…. etc. 
7. Research abstract scores will be weighted for scientific merit and your work should demonstrate robust scientific method and extrapolation
8. Abstract scores will be weighted for impact. Ensure that you describe the impact of your work
Presentation Guidelines
All presenters must pay the full conference fee 
Platform presentation 

1. The four highest scoring abstracts will be awarded a platform presentation of 12 minutes with 3 minutes for questions
2. Authors must produce a PowerPoint presentation of no more than 12 slides

3. Authors are invited to also display a poster in order to take further questions from delegates (optional)
Poster Presentation
1. Remaining abstracts will be invited to present in poster form

2. All posters require the researcher or member of the research team to stand and present the poster to delegates at designated times during each day of the conference.
POGP requirements for posters are as follows:

● Orientation: portrait (vertical)

● Size: 762cm/30” (wide) x 1016cm/40” (Long)  

● Use crown or quad paper
● Pixels/inch DPI 300

● Suggested font size: 36 for main title, 28 for sub titles, 24 for text, and  

   bullet points max. 28

Prizes
There will be a prize of for the best platform presentation. The decision of the adjudicators will be final. There will also be the opportunity for delegates to vote for the best poster with a prize for the winning poster.
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